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WAGER CJDC: This is a special sitting to welcome

his Honour Judge David Charles McCallum to this court,

his Honour having received his commission from His
Excellency the Governor on 23 July 2026. The District
Court sits today on the land of the Whadjuk Noongar people
of the greater Noongar nation. I pay my respects to elders
past and present and I acknowledge the history, culture and
contribution made by all Aboriginal peoples in this state
over which the court presides. I pay my respects to all
Aboriginal people attending today in person or remotely.

I welcome the Honourable Chief Justice Peter Quinlan to the
Bench this morning. By Jjoining the judges of this court on
this Bench, his Honour demonstrates the support that the
Chief Justice provides to all of our judges, and today,
especially to Judge McCallum. I welcome his Honour's
family and friends, including his Honour's sister, Ms Carla
McCallum, brother-in-law, Mr Nick Gosper, and brother,

Mr James McCallum. They are in the jury box with others
who have come to Western Australia or are from Western
Australia. You are all welcome.

His Honour's auntie and uncle, Mr Allen and Mrs Greta
Kavanagh, and his Honour's sister-in-law, Ms Melissa
McCallum, have joined us remotely by video-link, you too
are welcome. I also welcome his Honour's legal guests
presently seated at the Bar table and personal guests who
are seated in the courtroom. I acknowledge and welcome the
Honourable Justice Kate Glancy, President of the State
Administrative Tribunal, Mr Eugene Ashe, Official Secretary
to His Excellency the Governor, Mr Adam Sharpe SC,
representing the State Solicitor, Mr Rob Owen SC, Director
of Public Prosecutions for the State of Western Australia,
Ms Susie Prior, being part of the wider District Court
community.

I welcome judges of the Supreme Court, the Honourable
Justices Fiannaca, Vaughan, Forrester, Palmer, Bydder and
Jeyamohan. I also welcome the speakers at the Bar table
today, Ms Jean Shaw SC, Solicitor-General for the State of
Western Australia, who is representing the Honourable
Attorney General, Mr Tony Buti MLA today. Ms Judy McLean,
who i1s President of the Law Society of Western Australia,
Ms Julie Taylor SC, President of the Bar Association of
Western Australia, and Mr Anthony Elliott, who is speaking
on behalf of the Criminal Lawyers’ Association of Western
Australia.

I also extend a very special welcome to her Honour Judge
Vicki Loury KC, who is a District Court Judge in Queensland
and presently a District Court Judge in Western Australia
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for at least a period of three weeks. Her Honour, who
joins us on the Bench today, has taken part in a judicial
exchange with Judge Linda Petrusa SC, who is presently
working very diligently for the people of Queensland,
presiding in Cairns and later in Brisbane. I also welcome
Judge Loury's husband, Mr Mark Hardwick, and I note that in
the past, at many judicial welcomes, there's been shared
jokes about private school education, particularly for boys
and judges coming from a particular background.

Diversity in appointment has meant that these days, it's
pretty rare to have two judges coming from the same school
and sitting in the District Court at the same time.
However, today's the exception, because it proves not only
that the District Court is small, but also Australia is
small. Because in fact, Judge McCallum, Judge Loury and
Judge Loury's husband all went to Toowoomba High School, as
no doubt did other members of his Honour's family. So I
hope you enjoy the reunion as well as the welcome today.

Judge McCallum's appointment follows the retirement of

his Honour Judge Bowden, who presided in this court for
almost 20 years. It is not possible to replace Judge
Bowden, he was an excellent judge, he gave so much and he
will be missed by so many. But Judge McCallum does have
some of the traits that Judge Bowden had. Judge McCallum's
appointment is a very popular one, in that he was a counsel
who appeared, whether prosecuting or defending, whether
Perth or in the regions, to have the traits of always being
prepared, being experienced, having common sense and
speaking plain English.

Judge McCallum has brought with him a further bonus at this
time because he has, over the years, continued to practice
in a number of states where their Evidence Acts resemble,
in some ways, the Evidence Act that this state will
proclaim later next year. His Honour's insights and
experience will be invaluable. Judge McCallum, I'm sure
you will have a happy, productive and colourful judicial
life ahead.

Yes, Ms Solicitor.

SHAW, MS: May it please the court. Thank you, Chief
Judge Wager. I would like to commence by recognising the
distinguished guests welcomed by your Honour here this
morning, and I would particularly like to pay my respects
to the traditional owners, the Whadjuk people of the
Noongar Nation, and their elders past and present. The
Attorney General regrets that he is not able to attend
today's ceremonial sitting, but that means it is my
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pleasure to appear on behalf of the State Government and
the people of Western Australia to honour and welcome Judge
David McCallum to the District Court.

I extend a special welcome to Judge McCallum's sister,
brother and brother-in-law, this is undoubtedly a proud
occasion for all of you. Judge McCallum, you bring to this
court a breadth of experience and a distinguished record of
service to the law and to the administration of justice.
Since being admitted to practice in New South Wales in 2001
and Western Australia in 2013, you've developed a
substantial criminal law practice, appearing in a wide
range of serious and complex matters in courts at all
levels. Your Honour's career has included working as a
solicitor, including for two years at the Kamilaroi
Aboriginal Service in Moree, service as an associate to two
judges of the District Court of New South Wales, a period
as a State Prosecutor with the Office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions in Western Australia, and many years as
a member of the independent Bar.

SHAW, MS: Your Honour has practised at the Bar for much
of the past 20 years, with criminal law forming the
principal focus of your work. You have appeared
predominantly as defence counsel while also appearing as
prosecutor in matters before courts in Western Australia
and in interstate jurisdictions such as New South Wales,
Victoria and Queensland. You have been regularly briefed
in complex and serious criminal matters including
homicides, and you've developed particular expertise in
matters involving victims of email scams who are drawn into
offending involving border controlled drugs.

Your Honour also brings to the court considerable life
experience outside of the law. Your own CV refers to your
background before coming to the law as an interesting and
chequered one. You were once the proprietor of a bus tour
and charter business on the Gold Coast, a metallurgical
laboratory technician in Toowoomba and an Australia Post
mail contractor. Your Honour was also chairman of the
working committee that ultimately established the First
Community Bank in Queensland in 2000.

All of this experience will undoubtedly equip Your Honour
with the capacity to relate well to litigants, witnesses
and jurors from all walks of life and to think laterally
about the resolution of complex legal issues.

Judge McCallum, you are highly regarded within the legal
profession. Your Honour's extensive background in criminal
law and trial advocacy makes you eminently qualified to sit
on the Bench of this Honourable Court, and the Government
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has every confidence in your abilities as a judge. To
your Honour's family, thank you for the support that has
enabled this remarkable career. Today is as much a
celebration for you as it is for the court.

Judge McCallum, on behalf of the Government and the people
of Western Australia, I congratulate you on your
appointment. We wish you every success at this next stage
in your career, and we look forward to the contribution
your Honour will make to the administration of justice and
to the collegiality that defines this court. May it please
the court.

WAGER CJDC: Thank you, Ms Solicitor.
Ms McLean?

McLEAN, MS: May it please the court. 1It's my privilege
to appear today on behalf of the Law Society of Western
Australia to welcome his Honour Judge David McCallum to
this appointment in the District Court of Western
Australia. I would like to, as well, acknowledge the
Whadjuk People of the Noongar Nation and pay my respects to
elders past and present.

As already heard, his Honour's path to the Bench has been
anything but conventional. When his Honour left school in
Toowoomba in 1989, the judiciary was hardly the obvious
destination. Over the next nine years, his Honour built a
resume that was broad, practical and, at times, wonderfully
unconventional. He worked on farms, built fences, cut
firewood, worked in an iron foundry and metallurgical lab
and drove buses.

Many came to know his Honour as Double-Decker Dave, a
nickname earned through the small bus company his Honour
operated on the Gold Coast. At its peak, this fleet
consisted of two double-decker buses, one on the road and
the other in the yard, supplying spare parts to keep the
first one running.

Before poker machines arrived in Queensland, his Honour
spent his days driving pensioners across the border into
New South Wales for bingo trips. While his passengers
chased jackpots, his Honour pursued a different dream, a
career in country music. When stardom proved elusive, he
swapped singing for law textbooks and embarked upon a law
career, a decision that would take him far beyond any
destination any of his buses could reach.
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His Honour graduated with Honours from Bond University in
2001, and joined firms in Moree, where regional practice
exposed him to almost every aspect of the law. His work
regularly took him across the black soil plains of
Lightning Ridge, often in a well-worn Falcon ute whose
reliability could not always be taken for granted. Upon
arrival, his Honour would sometimes take instructions from
clients seated in the back seat of the tray under the
nearest patch of shade. It was legal practice at its most
practical form.

Serving documents in Lightning Ridge presented its own
challenges where many residents living underground, and
street addresses often more inspirational than real.
Locating the correct mine frequently depended on
recognising its collection of rusting vehicles.

During a locum placement in Wee Waa, his Honour was
entrusted with a partner's emu farm. After inadvertently
leaving the gate open and releasing the emus into the
pernicious scrub, he spent several days rounding them up
and, for reasons which are still unknown, has never
received a further locum.

His Honour's growing passion has led him to the Kamilaroi
Aboriginal Legal Service, appearing throughout northwest of
New South Wales. More importantly, those years exposed

his Honour to communities whose experiences of life and the
Justice system differed markedly from those encountered
elsewhere, deepening his Honour's understanding of people
and the law that exists to serve them.

Called to the Bar in 2006, his Honour developed a
reputation for taking on cases others considered too
difficult. Although he sometimes described himself as a
barrister of last resort, behind the humour lay a serious
commitment to access to justice. No client was too
difficult; no case undeserving of proper representation.

His Honour became a highly sought after trial advocate with
meticulous preparation, professionalism and integrity,
earned widespread respect. As one colleague observed, a
loss for WA Bar is a gain for the State of Western
Australia.

Another colleague offered his assessment; as deadly at law
as is his stentorian gaze upon one when falling short of
excellence. By the same measure, his humility and
compassion to those less fortunate, who cannot offer him
anything in return, nor does he ask, marks him as a man of
great leadership and character.
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The many stories shared by friends and colleagues revealed
the same enduring qualities. Generosity, humility,
compassion, and an unwavering commitment to others. Today,
after a journey that has taken him from farms, foundries,
double-decker buses, to country courts, opal fields and the
Bar, his Honour takes his place at the Bench on the
District Court.

His Honour has spent a lifetime listening to people,
earning their trust and standing in their corner when it
mattered most. Those qualities of resilience, humanity,
fairness and practical wisdom will undoubtedly serve him
well in his judicial office. Many people have come forward
and provided these details, and it is clear from the people
who have come forward to provide information that

your Honour is well-loved amongst peers and colleagues and
friends.

So on behalf of the profession, it is my great pleasure to
welcome his Honour Judge David McCallum to the District
Court and wish him every success, fulfilment and
satisfaction in this important chapter of service to the
administration of justice.

May it please the court.
WAGER CJDC: Thank you, Ms McLean.
Yes, Ms Taylor?

TAYILOR, MS: May it please the court. It's my privilege
today to speak on behalf of the WA Bar Association at this
occasion of your Honour Judge McCallum's welcome ceremony
as a judge of this Honourable Court. I share the
Acknowledgement of Country given by the other speakers. On
behalf of the WA Bar Association, I acknowledge that we
gather on the land of the Whadjuk People of the Noongar
Nation today, and I pay my respects to elders past and
present.

As the Chief Judge mentioned, your Honour fills some large
shoes left by his Honour Judge Bowden. Several of our
members have commented to me how much he will be missed as
a judge of this court, and I would like to acknowledge the
contribution that his Honour made to the work of this court
and the administration of justice in this State. Every
farewell brings a welcome.

This is the last time I will speak at a welcome ceremony in
this court, barring some fresh appointment in the next
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eight weeks. Welcome ceremonies provide an important
purpose by providing an opportunity for the attributes of
the judicial appointees to be discussed publicly; these
ceremonies assist to reinforce the transparency and public
confidence in the judiciary.

The WA Bar Association is grateful for the opportunity to
speak on behalf of the Bar at these occasions. The truth,
however, 1is that the preparation of this last speech has
been more difficult for me than some of the others.

Your Honour's friends and colleagues in Western Australia
have been somewhat tight-lipped about your Honour, offering
excuses such as the fact that you are a private and
down-to-earth person, someone who listens more than they
share about themselves, to more truthful excuses like, "I
already spoke to the Law Society or Tony Elliott," so I
hope that your Honour will excuse some repetition.

I have, however, therefore cast the net somewhat wider than
usual, and I've been in touch with several of your Honour's
friends and colleagues in New South Wales. Your Honour has
been described by them as just a Queenslander at heart, but
your Honour was first admitted to practice in New South
Wales in 2001. Your Honour was admitted to the Bar in 2006
in New South Wales.

Despite being called to the Independent Bar at that time,
your Honour has always had plenty of interests outside of
the law, including in country music and stand-up comedy.
In 2007, at around the time your Honour must have completed
your pupillage at the New South Wales Bar, your Honour
commenced the promotion of your self-released CD titled
Double-Decker Dave.

The album comprises your Honour singing 14 country music
tracks, one of which also credits your Honour as a
composer. The foreword to the album, signed by a mate,
says that your Honour has a bonding with the bush and
expresses the belief that this album will win Dave fans
from all walks of life.

TAYLOR SC, MS: The song that I was able to play on
YouTube is a song entitled "I'm just what I am" a phrase
which it seems well describes your Honour's humble and
self-deprecating attitude to most things in life. I can
also commend it, it has an extremely catchy tune.

Your Honour brought copies of this CD to Western Australia
in 2013. When your Honour was admitted as a barrister and
solicitor of the Supreme Court of Western Australia,

your Honour commenced working at the Office of the DPP in
the same year. As we have heard, the nickname Double
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Decker Dave derives from your Honour's earlier purchase of
an old Leyland double-decker bus. Although I heard the
same story as the President of the Law Society, the person
who told me the story described the passengers as well
healed retirees on the Gold Coast who were being driven to
Leagues Clubs in New South Wales rather than pensioners
travelling to the pokies.

Evidence corroborating these stories can be found closer to
home. Local practitioners have noticed that your Honour's
red bag has the initials DDD, standing for Double Decker
Dave. Your Honour has certainly flourished at the
independent bar in Perth. Your Honour has been practising
at the independent bar for almost 20 years. Your Honour is
very highly regarded within the profession. 1Indeed,

your Honour famously gets along with everyone. Court
officers, opposing counsel and the Crown. Your Honour's
instructing solicitors have remarked that the walk from
chambers to court always involves a series of "Hi, David"s
and accompanying waves because your Honour is so popular
amongst the local profession. Formal opponents also
describe you as an absolute professional and a pleasure to
deal with. Several people have commented on how much

your Honour simply enjoys being in court, which hopefully
stand your Honour in good stead now that you're presiding
over your own courtroom. Your Honour's colleagues also say
that you are close to being the perfect counsel with
meticulous trial preparation in the preparation of
cross—examination, preparation for making what were
opposing various applications on evidence, carefully
proofing witnesses in a defence case and preparing opening
and closing submissions in which your Honour will normally
mention the standard of proof.

Your Honour has been described as a very hardworking
counsel who is also highly organised, very calm, personable
and always polite. Your Honour's been described as a very
good jury advocate who comes across as humble, respectful,
matter-of-fact and without histrionics. This has been
attributed to your Honour's Queensland roots.

Your Honour's colleagues have also commented on some of
your successes, noting that a little while ago your Honour
acted for a defendant in a homicide trial where your client
was acquitted of both murder and manslaughter. One of your
instructing solicitors has commented:

What impresses me most about David is that he really
cares for his clients. He allows them time to digest
everything and to understand the whole situation. 1In
our case, he was really clear with his advice; he
said he was comfortable running the trial because he
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believed the client. That gave the client a lot of
assurance.

And the same person also said at the culmination of a long
trial:

He helped me to be a better lawyer.

Many of your Honour's friends have also noted your love of
cars, including a red F-150 Ford pickup truck and a red

Mini Moke. For the uninitiated like me, a Mini Moke is a
small open-aired British Army car. I'm told that you love
driving around with Mark Trowell KC. Your Honour, the

overwhelming theme that comes through when speaking to
those who know you professionally and who know you well is
that you'll make a great judge, but you'll be sorely
missed. We're sure that you will continue to enjoy your
time in court on the other side of the bench for now. On
behalf of the WA Bar, I wish you all the best in this new
role.

WAGER CJDC: Thank you, Ms Taylor.
Mr Elliott.

ELLIOTT, MR: Your Honours. First, might I extend the
President's apologies that she is not here to make this
welcome address herself. She finds herself in the
northwest of this state engaged in court matters. This is
not your Honour's first time in the spotlight and it
certainly won't be your last. Some occasions, as we've
heard, have been associated with the law, but many have
not. For example, in 2001, you were the Bush Balladeers
Star Quest winner having, as we've heard, at least gquite a
few singles via the Australian Bush Balladeers Association
compilation CDs as well as your greatest hits under the
stage name Double Decker Dave. With, and if you'll forgive
me using song titles, your R.M. William Boots, you were the
sort of fellow who might suggest that you "come and have a
beer, mate" in a way that country music balladeers do. 1In
a fashion typical of your humility and modesty, you
describe your musical skills as being something of a

"scratcher and a plonker". ©Now, I should explain what that
last term means because it refers to a manner of picking of
guitar strings. Your previous pursuits demonstrate, if I

can use another song title, that you've "Been there and
done that" as a labourer, driving school instructor,
Australia Post mail contractor, metallurgical laboratory
technician, self-employed tour and charter bus operator on
the Gold Coast.
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Your mother, Helen, was a kindergarten teacher and your
father worked on the railways and later on oil rigs. His
name was Charlie. They were the sort of people who we
might all encounter in ordinary daily life and their common
touch is something that you inherited. If I can for a
moment, though, turn back to your greatest hits album. I
managed to identify that within a matter of weeks of its
completion, three pressings of the album were needed
despite the most rigorous investigation, I haven't managed
to find out whether sales were sufficient for the album to
have gone gold, I think is the phrase. Now, other
inquiries revealed that people still ask about it on the
ABBA website, that's the Australian Bush Balladeers
Association. I can assure everyone that it is still
available on eBay where it sells for $24.99. So it seems
that it has not suffered the fate of being discounted with
the passage of time. One might think that you have that to
fall back on if judicial life turns out not to be to your
liking. As it happens, I have a copy here and some of the
titles are fabulous. Records don't reveal whether the
record album of that other David McCallum, the one who
played Illya Kuryakin in the TV series The Man from
U.N.C.L.E. were assisted because people confused him with
you or vice versa.

Whereas Ms Taylor SC has pointed out there is a YouTube
video of one of your songs, so perhaps the first
proposition, that they're confusing him for you, is the
correct one. Most lawyers have a predictable progression
from university through the profession to the bar or the
judiciary. Your Honour, on the other hand, has an exciting
and diverse background. We've heard of your fleet of tour
buses, if two can be called a fleet, as we've heard, one of
the fleet was kept for the purpose of supplying parts for
the sole operating double decker bus. I learn through
inquiry that you could "swap out an injector pump" whatever
that is in an hour, you were so skilled at mechanical
tasks. I will speak more in a little while about your love
of cars and restoring it. Hailing from Murphys Creek in
south-eastern Queensland, you were schooled in Toowoomba
and that occurred because there was concern amongst your
parents that the school at Murphys Creek, which had only
one teacher and four students, might not last. You then
received your tertiary at Bond University. I pause to
observe that Murphys Creek, from everything I've heard,
sounds like the sort of place that you need to have lived
to have a proper appreciation for.

Your sister Carla and her husband Nick and your brother
James have travelled from Murphys Creek or its surrounds
specifically to watch this ceremony. If you look
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carefully, you'll notice that they all wear the McCallum
tartan. There are a host of nephews and nieces and other
relatives who are watching online, including Stuart,
Lachlan, Callum, Mackenzie, Cameron, Hannah and Charlotte.
I'm told they are all extremely fond of their Uncle Dave.
As the Chief Judge has observed, your Aunty Greta and Uncle
Alan are also watching, both of them are in their 80s,
although I'm told they both look much younger.

It is a matter of considerable sadness that your parents,
Helen and Charlie, who were so proud of you, that they
followed you to music festivals, and believe it or not,
court cases in far-flung places that they're not here to
witness this special day. I'm told that everywhere David
performed, they would go. When you first got into law,
your mother and father would drive to watch him in cases
and sometimes be disappointed if they were adjourned. I'm
told they were so very proud of your accomplishments,
academic, music - musical, I should say, legal and your
other pursuits.

If they were going to watch you perform, your mother would
say, "Make sure you've got your camera, Charlie". She
would direct him to set it up and ask, "Have you got the
batteries charged? 1Is the lens cap off?" and they would
later review the videos that were made to relive your
glory. You were and are much more than a good old boy from
Murphys Creek. It must run in the family, because as hard
as this might be to imagine, your sister and brother are
both academically more gifted than you are, it's Jjust that
they have held back because you enjoy the limelight.

You have led such a colourful life that many people were
eager to speak at your welcome or to offer anecdotes, which
is, as others have already observed, testament to how
well-liked you are amongst the ranks of counsel and
instructing solicitors, as well as ordinary everyday
working Australians. I mentioned your music career.

You're also a stand-up comedian. On one occasion, you were
photographed wedged between two Aussie entertainment icons,
Slim Dusty and Dame Edna Everage. Now, you're wedged
between icons of the WA judiciary. There may not be as
many laughs or songs, but it has its own particular type of
celebrity.

You've always had an interest in restoring old cars. Your
first was an EH Holden, which you worked on in the shed at
home. When getting it registered, you drove to Toowoomba
with no exhaust and no windscreen in the middle of winter.
This is indicative of both your perseverance and
dedication. You drove a Mini Moke across the Nullarbor and
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planned on sleeping in the car, until you observed many

dead snakes on the roadway. You were then told of the
danger that indigenous snakes posed to travellers who slept
in their cars. You wisely stayed in hotels.

You crossed the Nullarbor again in order to earn a HT
Holden. I won't go into the details of that, but you
swapped it for, I think, a VH Commodore on the way back
because the HT Holden wasn't operating. The most important
Nullarbor crossing, from the point of view of the WA
judiciary and legal profession, was the crossing that
brought you to the DPP in 2013, which then led to you
joining the Bar in Western Australia in 2014. Your first
trial was before her Honour Judge Wager, as she then was,
with Lisa Boston on the other side. I think it was a
burglary trial. You will be fondly remembered Albert Wolff
Chambers, which I should point out has had five judges
appointed from its ranks now, a registrar of the Court of
Appeal and a deputy registrar of this court.

I'm informed that in your last case at the WA Bar, your
co-counsel, who's in court, acting for the first of two
accused, was urging you to do a deal, but with courage, and
so I'm told, a degree of recklessness, you soldiered on to
obtain an acquittal. This was not the first time that
forensic robustness was rewarded and there's another tale I
need tell. 1In 2019, you were instructed by Ted Neaves to
represent one of two Italian tuna fishermen charged with
importation of half a tonne or a tonne of cocaine from
Colombia. Mr Neaves, I thought, was in court. A leading
silk, now District Court Judge, acted for one and you acted
for the other. You were told that you would have a big row
to hoe, to which you replied, "I have a big hoe".

For good luck, you thought it would be an excellent idea if
you and your instructing solicitor were matching ties
emblazoned with tuna fish insignia. The silk didn't get a
tie, perhaps because he was keen to resolve the matter
despite your insistence that the case was winnable, as
ultimately it turned out to be. The one error which you
made was that the insignia that you thought tuna were in
fact marlin. That was a case in which you lived up to your
other nickname, "The wizard". You're a person who is not
easily fazed, and many people in this room will be aware of
how that arises in a courtroom, but there's another story
that I should tell.

A neighbour once asked you to attend their house in Murphys
Creek because there was a red-bellied black snake in the
dining room. You asked the neighbour to grab you a fork,
no doubt speaking about a garden fork. They came back with
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a kitchen fork, to which you replied, "I was thinking of
something just a little bit bigger than that". This
indicates, amongst other things, your bravery when
confronted with difficult situations. Like all good
motorcycle riders, you have or demonstrate the following
characteristics: Balance, caution, good judgment, a touch
of fearlessness; you travel at your own pace and you look
ahead for dangers on the horizon.

Speaking of fearlessness, I'm reminded of another story
involving a case that you did with Mr Trowell. You were
junioring him in a wounding case and you distinguished
yourself by objecting to a question that he asked as your
leader in cross-examination. That was a trial that Judge
Massey might remember because he was for the other accused
and the trial judge was Judge Vernon. The characteristics
which I have described make you well suited for judicial
life. The government has chosen wisely in appointing you
to the Bench. The Criminal Lawyers’ Association has no
doubt that you will excel in exactly the same fashion as
you have done with all of your previous endeavours. The
pride which your family has shown in all of your
achievements is pride which is well and truly justified.
On behalf of the Criminal Lawyers’ Association, it is my
honour to offer these welcoming remarks and to wish you the
very best during your judicial career.

May it please the court.
WAGER CJDC: Thank you, Mr Elliott.
Judge McCallum.

WAGER CJDC: Chief Judge, thank you for presiding over
this special sitting and for the generous welcome that's
been extended to me today. I'm also grateful to the Chief
Justice for joining the court on this occasion. As 1is
customary, I too would like to begin by acknowledging the
traditional custodians of the land, the Whadjuk people of
the Noongar nation, and I too pay my respects to their
elders past and present. Solicitor-General, judges,
distinguished guests, former colleagues from the legal
profession, my family and friends, whether in person or
viewing online, thank you for being part of this very
significant event in my life.

WAGER CJDC: It's a great honour to be appointed as a
judge of the District Court. My parents, Helen and
Charlie, would have been so proud. Of course, I'm
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conscious that judicial appointment is not merely a
professional achievement for me; it's a great privilege
that carries with it heavy responsibility. I hope to prove
myself worthy of the significant trust and confidence shown
in me by the Attorney General and the Government through my
commitment to the oath I have taken with diligence and
integrity.

Thank you, Solicitor-General, Ms Taylor, Ms McLean and

Mr Elliott for your kind words. I'm sure I know the
sources for most of what has been said today, but there's
clearly a few other leaks that I'm going to have to get to
the bottom of.

I'm humbled by the many congratulatory emails, texts, phone
calls, cards, and even a few notes and letters that I
received following the announcement of my appointment. The
welcome and support I've received from the Chief Judge and
the other judges of the court since my commencement a few
weeks ago, has also been incredibly reassuring, and I very
much look forward to your ongoing collegiality.

I'd also like to acknowledge and thank my associate, Bella
Leech and my usher, Jace Toohey, for coming on board to
make up the team. Having support staff is a new experience
for me. I'm still learning how to get the best out of you
both, but I very much appreciate all of your hard work and
enthusiasm at the front end to get me match fit for our
first list.

In the last 25 years, I don't think I have felt as nervous
about walking into a courtroom as I was this morning.
Preparing what to say today has not been an easy task for
me. At times, it has seemed a bit like having to prepare
my own eulogy, although I suppose in some respects, the
occasion is a reflection on what has been a very satisfying
and fulfilling career at the Bar.

After hearing speeches from the Bar table this morning, it
now seems a bit like being trapped in an episode of This is
Your Life, particularly when I look around and see some of
the faces in the room. I would like to acknowledge a few
people who have travelled the furthest distances to be here
today. First, the Murphys Creek contingent, including my
family. My brother James, sister Carla, brother-in-law
Nick.

I include in the Murphys Creek contingent longstanding
family friends Tracey Foreman and Lynne Anderson, and the
effort and expense that you've all gone to, to be here
today, means a great deal to me. Thanks very much. I was
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going to say some more about Murphys Creek and some of my
early childhood memories of living in a fibro shed without
electricity or hot running water, and only cardboard
partitions internally.

It all started to sound a bit like my own version of
Hillbilly Elegy, however, and that wasn't the point. The
point was to explain that despite periods of scarcity in my
life, I was fortunate to have been born into a family that
was loving and stable. I learnt the value of hard work and
resourcefulness from my father. My mother taught me the
importance of considering others, and I have no doubt that
it was their values that underpin my commitment to fairness
and Jjustice.

I've never really thought of myself as being much of a
people person. However, reflecting on the guest list for
today's ceremony, including those who are viewing online,
is a reminder of the wide and diverse collection of friends
that I've accumulated in the different places I have lived
and worked over many years.

Just looking around the room today, and cognisant of who's
viewing from online, I suspect there might even be more
people attending this welcoming ceremony than there were at
President Trump's first inauguration. A truly
unbelievable, perhaps record-setting turnout.

Some of those friends and former colleagues have made the
effort to cross the continent to be here today, and so I
want to extend special thanks to them as well. Philip
Green, Ted Neaves, James Leong and Nancy Mikhaiel, welcome
to the western empire that you've heard me speak about so
frequently. Thank you also to Mark Hunter for returning
from long service leave and even for robing for the
occasion. I'm also pleased to have my good friend, Bernard
Standish and Asma Khan at the Bar table as well.

There's a few significant people in my life who are viewing
online that I would like to acknowledge. Carlos Lopera(?),
my old mate Ron Cushway, the Mayor of Burna, Kylie Atwater,
Dennis Chapman and Justine Hall. Thank you all for tuning
in.

I've been fortunate to have had a number of great mentors,
colleagues, and instructors who have influenced and shaped
the course of my career. The first I would like to
acknowledge is Judge Joe Phelan of the District Court of
New South Wales who I had the privilege of serving as his
associate for a number of years. Joe gave me a firm
grounding in the importance of preparation, attention to
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detail, courage and integrity.

It was Joe who encouraged me to pursue a career at the Bar
and I still often reflect on how the skills and principles
I learnt from him have provided the foundation for my
success over the past two decades. Joe treated every
person that appeared in his court with patience and
respect, which I hope will come to be reflected in my own
court demeanour over this next phase in my career.

Philip Green of Jeffreys Lawyers in Sydney took a chance on
briefing me around 16 years ago in a complex case that I
may even have been a little out of depth in at the time.
Thankfully, not so deep as to get in the way of the first
in a long list of acquittals in many other interesting,
challenging and sometimes colourful cases, including the
last trial that I ever appeared in.

Phil taught me not to fear the difficult and challenging
cases, and helped me to appreciate that no matter how
hopeless a case might appear to be, with proper analysis
there's always something to make of it, if you can just get
to the jury.

Some of the most interesting and satisfying work I ever did
at the Bar was appearing for victims of Internet scams who
were accused of importing border-controlled drugs into
Australia. Sometimes they may have been reckless, but in
many cases, I felt these people were genuinely duped into
being drug mules by the scammers.

I did enough of these cases for them to become a bit of a
special interest for me for a period, and so I want to
thank Dylan Sanders, formerly of Legal Aid in New South
Wales, for the opportunity of working on a number of those
cases with him. Dylan is one of a small group of
solicitors I can claim to have had an undefeated track
record of victories with. I hope it's not too late where
you are now in London to be joining us for the live stream,
Dylan.

I also enjoy an undefeated track record of trial victories
with Ben Jackson, who I'm pleased to have at the Bar table
today as well. Thank you, Ben, for the confidence that you
had in briefing me since I first sought to establish my
practice here in Western Australia. I extend the same
thanks to David Manera, who has also been a steady source
of work since I joined the WA Bar.

I'm sure there's a way of reconciling the result in one
case that we did together that would permit me to claim an
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undefeated track record of victories with you as well. 1In
any event, I'm pleased to have you at the Bar table today
too, although I'm not sure I can see him.

WAGER CJDC: No, he's at the back there.

WAGER CJDC: There he is. The support of practitioners
such as you and Ben was instrumental in me having the
opportunity to establish a profile and reputation in this
jurisdiction, and I'm grateful for that support over many
years.

I also want to acknowledge the collegiality and friendship
of Mark Trowell KC. Without your encouragement and
support, I doubt that I would have ever been brave enough
to make my future in this jurisdiction when I first joined
Albert Wolff Chambers 12 years ago. But as you say, Mark,
fortune favours the brave.

I've been fortunate to be a member of Albert Wolff Chambers
for the last 12 years. The reputation and prominence of
the floor is a credit to the leadership of Tom Percy KC and
yourself, and it's been a privilege to share Chambers with
advocates of such ability and experience.

I'm reminded by you that my appointment to this court is
now, in fact, the sixth that has come from the ranks of
Albert Wolff Chambers; however, I understand that two of
those involved an intermediate period of refinement at the
Francis Burt Finishing School. I must be joining the Bench
with a few rough edges.

Finally, I want to acknowledge the person to whom I owe the
most gratitude. That's my best friend Sam Bailey. We've
both come a long way since meeting as freshly admitted
solicitors on the mean streets of Moree, 25 years ago.

You're the most amazing person I know, Sam. I've never
told you so, but I'm so proud of you and everything that
you've achieved in your career since you were also taking
instructions on the tailgate of the Falcon ute in the front
yard of the Boggabilla Local Court while the clients were
wailting over the road in the Wobbly Boot Hotel.

It would never have been possible for me to maintain a
transcontinental practice on opposite sides of this wide
brown land for as long as needed to, without your
friendship, support and hospitality. Your kindness
extended way beyond offering me a place to stay though, you
made me feel like I was a part of your family. I could
never thank you enough for everything that you have done
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for me.

I've been fortunate to see the Jjustice system working as it
should from many different perspectives over the course of
my career, including from both ends of the Bar table in
multiple jurisdictions in the big cities and the regions.
I've always regarded the practice of law as a vocation
rather than a job or a business. A career at the Bar
really suited me, and I'm sure there will be times that I
will miss it.

The thing that made me the most passionate about criminal
law is that the people matter, and the work we do can have
a real effect on people's lives. More recently, it's been
a privilege for me to mentor junior practitioners,
particularly in relation to trial tactics and strategy. I
certainly know that I'll miss that. One of my few regrets
is that I didn't have the opportunity to do more appeal
work. I hope that in my role, I don't create that
opportunity for others.

I'm conscious that my appointment was to fill the wvacancy
left on the Bench by the retirement of Judge Bowden. One
former colleague encouraged me to aim for about 75 per cent
of the pace his Honour frequently set so as to save the
rest of the profession from early burnout. Even that's
probably setting a benchmark that I may never achieve.

However, I certainly aspire to be as fair as his Honour
was, and to get things right as consistently as his Honour
did over his long period of service in this court.

Thank you, Chief Judge.

WAGER CJDC: Thank you. And that now concludes the
special sitting to mark the appointment of his Honour Judge
McCallum.

And court will now adjourn.

AT 10.07 AM THE MATTER WAS ADJOURNED ACCORDINGLY
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