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From the Chief Judge

It was with great pride that I joined the other Heads of 
Jurisdiction of Western Australia’s Courts and Tribunals 
in May 2023 to sit as one on the bench to jointly launch 
and commit to the Reconciliation Statement. The 
reconciliation statement is our ongoing commitment to 
all Aboriginal persons that acknowledges the harms of 
the past and the current barriers to justice. It provides 
an ongoing commitment for us all to work together 
to improve cultural security and understanding and 
to make the courts a safer and more welcoming 
environment for Aboriginal people across the State. 

Although criminal lodgements for new accused matters 
Our Management Committee and our Ad Hoc On 
Courtny committee, assisted by the Senior Aboriginal 
Advisory Officer for Higher Courts, Ms Simone Collard, 
are pleased to advise that we have already adopted 
procedures and practices to make and maintain positive 
changes to our court services and practices. We 
endeavour to continue to do so in the future.

The work of the Court continues to grow. This includes 
a 13% increase in the number of civil writs filed from 
December 2022 to December 2023. Although the 
increase has been in many areas including civil debt 
(increasing by 96.9% from 255 to 502) and damages for 
worker injury (increasing by 18.4% consistent with an 
overall increase over the past 5 years of 54% for this 
type of claim), it was the increase in historical sexual 
abuse matters of 44% (resulting in 237 cases on hand 
as at December 2023) that led to our Principal Registrar 
Dr Brenda McGivern to proactively host a round table 
forum in October 2023 to consult with members of the 
profession who regularly act in abuse claims. The forum 
decided that dedicated case management was required. 
This will be introduced in February 2024.

Criminal trials have continued to increase in number with 
an increase in lodgements of 15% to 2774 by December 
2023. Trials have also increased in length by 6.6% to 
4.78 days and in complexity, with sexual assault and 
related offences comprising 25% of matters committed 
for trial and accounting for 57.97% of all trial matters that 
proceeded in 2023. 

The increase in sexual assault trials has, in part, led to the 
189 pre-recordings of evidence of witnesses including 
vulnerable witnesses being heard prior to December 
2023.

The pressures on the Court and the profession are 
reflected in the time to trial for 2023 that increased from 
71 weeks in 2022 to 72 weeks.

Julie Wager
Chief Judge
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The Court enthusiastically welcomed 7 judicial 
appointments in 2023 including three additional judicial 
positions and one additional full-time judicial position 
with listing obligations in both the District Court and the 
Children’s Court of Western Australia.

I warmly welcome our new judges, Judge Mark Ritter SC, 
Judge Laura Christian SC, Judge Wendy Hughes, Judge 
Terence Palmer SC, Judge Felicity Zempilas, Judge Craig 
Astill and Judge Matthew Curwood SC to the District 
Court. The increase in the number of appointments has 
greatly assisted the court to deal with its workload.

The District Court also farewelled three judges this year. 
His Honour Christopher Stevenson retired after nearly 
16 years of service to the Court and to the community. 
I take this opportunity to thank his honour for his hard 
work and dedication to the administration of justice over 
that period.

His Honour Judge Stephen Lemonis and her Honour 
Judge Natalie Whitby where both appointed to the 
Supreme Court this year. Both are excellent judges who 
will continue to serve the Supreme Court with the level 
of professionalism, independence, focus and collegiality 
that they exhibited while judges of the District Court.

Finally, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to 
all Judges and Registrars, the Executive Manager, 
managers and administrative and support staff of the 
court for their hard work and dedication over the past 
year. Judges and Registrars would not be able to carry 
out their important judicial work to the highest standards 
without the invaluable support of our committed 
personal and administrative staff. The Court’s collegiate 
and supportive work environment improves efficiency 
and ensures all members of the public are respectfully 
assisted when they seek access to justice. It is a credit 
to the District Court team that has served the community 
effectively, efficiently and respectfully in a year that has 
presented many challenges.

Julie Wager
Chief Judge
District Court of Western Australia
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The District Court at a glance

Our jurisdiction

Criminal: 
•	 All matters that must be tried before a jury or judge 

alone, including those for which the maximum 
term of imprisonment that can be imposed is a 
life sentence, with the exception of homicide and 
related offences.

Civil: 
•	 General claims for liquidated sums, debt or 

damages up to $750,000 with unlimited jurisdiction 
for all personal injury claims. 

Appellate:
•	 Appeals from:

	→ Magistrates exercising civil jurisdiction;
	→ A registrar to a judge of the Court under Part 2 
Div 3 of the District Court Rules 2005 (WA);

	→ Criminal Injuries Compensation Assessors; and
	→ Arbitrators under Part XI of the Workers’ 
Compensation and Injury Management Act  
1981 (WA).

Our circuit locations:
•	 Perth
•	 Albany	 389km from Perth
•	 Broome	 1664km
•	 Bunbury	 155km
•	 Busselton	 193km
•	 Carnarvon	 814km
•	 Derby	 1770km
•	 Esperance	 592km
•	 Geraldton	 370km
•	 Kalgoorlie	 544km
•	 Karratha	 1275km
•	 Kununurra	 2214km
•	 South Hedland	 1304km

Our workload in 2023
•	 1,674 sentences were imposed 
•	 391 criminal trials proceeded in Perth and 92 

circuit trials proceeded in regional areas
•	 357 hours of directions hearings
•	 2177 duty judge hearings
•	 189 pre-recordings of evidence
•	 27 civil trials
•	 6,511 new actions commenced by writ
•	 71 appeal lodgements
•	 186 civil mediation and 1800 pre-trial conferences

Our people in 2023
•	 37 judges (including three serving in other 

jurisdictions)
•	 Five registrars and one acting registrar
•	 37.7 court administration staff
•	 71 judicial support staff

7	 Judges were appointed  
	 to the Court.

1	 Judge retired from  
	 the Court.

2	Judges were appointed 		
	 to the Supreme Court.
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Other appointments held by Judges of the 
District Court of Western Australia
The following District Court Judges are not available 
to the Court as they are engaged for the appointments 
indicated below:

His Honour Stephen John Lemonis  
– appointed Supreme Court 26 June 2023

Her Honour Judge Natalie Michelle Whitby  
– appointed Supreme Court 22 May 2023

Judicial retirements since December 2022
His Honour Christopher Peter Stevenson  
– retired 28 April 2023

Judicial appointments since December 2022
His Honour Judge Mark Timothy Ritter SC
Her Honour Judge Laura Elizabeth Christian SC
Her Honour Judge Wendy Camille Hughes
His Honour Judge Terence Palmer SC
Her Honour Judge Felicity Kate Zempilas
His Honour Judge Craig Astill
His Honour Judge Matthew Curwood SC

Registrars as of 31 December 2023

Principal Registrar
Dr Brenda McGivern

Registrars
Jacquie Kubacz
Tania Jeyamohan
Samuel Nunn

Deputy Registrar
Simon Harman

Our Judges

The following were the Judges of the Court as at  
31 December 2023.

Chief Judge
Her Honour Judge Julie Anne Wager

Judges
His Honour Judge Andrew Steven Stavrianou
Her Honour Judge Troy Denise Sweeney SC
His Honour Judge Michael John Bowden
His Honour Judge John Gerard Staude
His Honour Judge Mark Edward Herron
Her Honour Judge Vicki Laura Stewart
His Honour Judge Laurence Mark Levy SC
Her Honour Judge Linda Petrusa SC
His Honour Judge Michael John Gething
His Honour Judge Alan Laurence Troy
Her Honour Judge Belinda Jane Lonsdale
Her Honour Judge Fiona Vernon
His Honour Judge Hylton Colin Quail
Her Honour Judge Wendy Gillan
His Honour Judge John Brian Prior
Her Honour Judge Amanda Jayne Burrows SC
His Honour Judge David William MacLean
Her Honour Judge Charlotte Jayne Wallace
Her Honour Judge Mara Rita Barone SC
His Honour Judge Martin Michael Flynn
His Honour Judge Gary William Massey
Her Honour Judge Karen Ann Shepherd
Her Honour Judge Carmel Barbagallo SC
Her Honour Judge Lisa Rosemary Tovey
His Honour Judge Christian Leith John Miocevich
His Honour Judge Henry Jackson SC
His Honour Judge Nicholas Egan
Her Honour Judge Linda Beryl Black
His Honour Judge Mark Timothy Ritter SC
Her Honour Judge Laura Elizabeth Christian SC
Her Honour Judge Wendy Camille Hughes
His Honour Judge Terence Palmer SC
Her Honour Judge Felicity Kate Zempilas
His Honour Judge Craig Astill
His Honour Judge Matthew Curwood SC
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Impact of law reform on workload

Amendment to the Limitation Act 2005 (WA)
The civil workload of the Court has continued to increase having regard to the number of active civil cases. The 
amendments of the Limitation Act 2005 (WA) which removed the time limitation for claims for damages of historical 
child sexual abuse, has contributed to this increase in workload. The number of lodgements seeking a remedy for 
historical sexual abuse has increased by 44%, from 91 writs in 2022 to 131 writs in 2023.

Criminal Law (Mental Impairment Act) 2023 (WA)
Since the assent of the Criminal Law (Mental Impairment) Act 2023, the Court has been preparing for the substantive 
overhaul of the administration of justice for accused with mental impairments with a proclamation date of 1 September 
2024.
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Criminal Jurisdiction1

The Court deals with all serious criminal offences that must be tried before a judge and jury, or a judge sitting alone. 
This includes offences for which the maximum term of imprisonment that can be imposed is life imprisonment. 
The Court does not deal with homicide and related offences. 

Prosecutions determined by the Court include serious assaults, sexual assaults, serious fraud, arson, armed robbery, 
commercial theft, burglary, and drug related offences. 

The Court also deals with State and Commonwealth prosecutions including drug trafficking. 

Lodgements
Criminal lodgements for new accused matters increased by 15% from 2,412 matters in 2022 to 2,774 in 2023. There 
were 2,774 criminal cases committed to the District Court, with 1,509 committed for trial and 1,265 for sentence. 
1,977 cases were committed from the Perth Metropolitan area and 777 were committed from regional areas. The 
location where the most cases were committed from were Bunbury (173 cases), followed by Geraldton (144 cases), 
Kalgoorlie (103 cases) and Broome (82 cases). The largest number of case lodgements were for sexual assault and 
related offences, comprising 25% of lodgements. The second largest number of case lodgements were for illicit 
drug offences, comprising 19% of all criminal case lodgements. This was followed by robbery, extortion and related 
offences (13%) and burglary related offences (13%).

257 persons were committed to the Court for re-sentencing after breaching an order made at sentencing by a judge. 
191 of those were committed from the Perth metropolitan area and 66 were committed from regional areas. An 
additional 146 “simple offence” charges pending against persons appearing before the District Court were committed 
under section 32 of the Sentencing Act 1995 (WA) for sentencing in conjunction with indictable matter(s) before the 
Court. 98 were from the Perth Metropolitan area and 48 were from regional areas. 

The number of active criminal cases at the District Court as of December 2023 were 2,689, a 12% increase from the 
number of active cases at the end of 2022.

1 	 Please note that figures may differ slightly from those previously published due to regular data integrity checks.
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Trials
The median time to trial from committal increased in the Perth Metropolitan area from 71 weeks in 2022 to 72 weeks 
in 2023. An increase was also seen in the regional areas, where the time to trial increased from 48 weeks in 2022 to 
49 weeks in 2023. The target for all areas, metropolitan and regional, is 32 weeks. 

The increase in time to trial is due to a range of factors which continued to impact the Court. These include increased 
complexity from the ongoing impact of the Courts Legislation Amendment Act 2018 (WA), as well as advances in 
technology in police investigations such as DNA and forensic evidence. 

The Court can list only where all required resources are available. This includes a range of physical and human 
resources necessary to conduct a fair trial, including the availability of courtrooms, judges, counsel, remote witness 
facilities, video conferencing facilities, interpreters, close circuit television rooms and court appointed officers. The 
Court currently faces significant constraints with a lack of criminal courtroom accommodation, which will continue 
as the Court’s workload is expected to grow.

Following the jurisdictional shift in 2019, matters at the District Court have become increasingly complex. On average, 
23.26% of matters see 9 or more hearings before being finalised, compared to 11.59% in 2019.

There has been a significant increase in the proportion of cases that were committed more than 2 years ago over 
the last five years. In 2019 1.2% of cases on hand were greater than 2 years old. In 2023 this proportion was 6.11%. 

GRAPH 2:  Median Time to Trial by Region
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The number of trials listed in 2023 has increased by 1.5% compared to 2022. The Court listed 1,358 criminal trials in 
2023, of which 1037 were listed in Perth and 321 were listed in regional circuit locations. Of the 1037 listed in Perth, 
391 proceeded and of the 321 listed in regional circuit locations, 92 proceeded. Overall, a slight decrease was seen 
in the number of trials which proceeded, 2023 saw 35.6% of trials proceeding compared to 36.3% in 2022. 

Of the trials that did proceed in 2023, 113 trials (20.3%) took six days or more, 206 trials (37.1%) took four to five days, 
and 237 trials (42.62%) took one to three days.

Sexual assault and related offences accounted for 57.97% of proceeding trials, followed by assault (11.6%), illicit drug 
offences (10.7%), and burglary offences (5.38%). 

Overall, a 0.6% decrease was seen in the number of trials which proceeded across the categories.  It should be noted 
that a decrease of 36.6% was seen in the number of trials which proceeded for Illicit Drug Offences, down from 82 
in 2022 to 52 in 2023. Dangerous Acts proceeded to trial at a rate of 28.6% more than in 2022. 

The number of Sexual Assault and related offences proceeding to trial continues to trend upwards with a 12% increase 
from 2022 to 2023, and a 46.6% increase since 2019.  

In addition, Robbery, Extortion and Related Offence trials decreased from 42 trials in 2022 to 22 in 2023.
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Sentencing
In 2023, 1,674 sentences were imposed. This was a 3.5% decrease from the 1,734 sentences imposed in 2022. Of 
the 1,674 sentences imposed in 2023, 75.15% (1,258 sentences) were for immediate imprisonment, 4.3% (72) were 
for community supervision, and 20.55% (344) resulted in other sentences. 

The median time to sentence has once again slightly increased from 31 weeks to 33 weeks as at the end of 2023. 

The number of criminal matters committed to the Court for over a year that were finalised in 2023 decreased by 
0.7% to 889 cases. 

Of the matters finalised, 212 were finalised by a verdict of guilty following trial, 1505 were finalised following a plea 
of guilty, 161 were acquittals and 4 matters were finalised following a finding of not guilty by reason of mental illness 
or condition.

GRAPH 3:  Median Time to Sentence 2023

GRAPH 4:  Sentences Imposed 2023
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Civil Jurisdiction2

The District Court’s civil jurisdiction hears and determines claims for liquidated sums up to $750,000. The Court 
has unlimited jurisdiction in claims for damages for personal injury and deals with all damages claims for injuries 
sustained in motor vehicles.

Lodgements
There were 6,511 writs filed in the District Court in 2023, an increase of 13.3% from 2022. 

Writs for damages for historical sexual abuse increased by 44% from 91 writs in 2022 to 131 writs in 2023. The 
amendment to the Limitation Act 2005 (WA) removing the time limitation for claims for damages for child sexual abuse 
continued to increase the civil workload of the Court. 

Writs for Civil debt recovery increased by 96.9% from 255 in 2022 to 502 in 2023, almost double.

2	 Please note that figures may differ slightly from those previously published due to regular data integrity checks.

GRAPH 5: Civil Lodgements (Writs Only)
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GRAPH 6: Backlog

GRAPH 7: Finalisations
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Regional circuit sittings

The number of trials listed in regional areas decreased by 4.2% in 2023. 

A total of 321 trials were listed in regional areas of which 92 trials proceeded. 

Geraldton had the highest number of finalisations with a total of  
79 matters finalised, followed by Bunbury (57) and Kalgoorlie (51).

Geraldton

Kalgoorlie

Bunbury

79 

57 51 

Highest number of matters finalised
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Other highlights

Reconciliation Statement
On 29 May 2023 the Heads of Jurisdiction of Western 
Australian Courts and Tribunals, in conjunction with the 
Aboriginal Justice Advisory Committee launched the 
Reconciliation Statement. For the first time in Western 
Australia, the Supreme Court, the District Court, the 
Family Court, the Children’s Court, the Magistrate’s 
Court, the Coroner’s Court and the State Administrative 
Tribunal sat as one.

The Reconciliation Statement is an ongoing commitment 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and 
acknowledges the past and current barriers to justice, 
and how we can work together to improve access to 
Courts and Tribunal services across the State. 

Walk for Justice
On 21 May 2024 the District Court participated in the 
annual Walk for Justice to raise funds for Law Access, 
a charitable organisation that facilitates the giving of 
pro bono legal assistance to those who cannot afford 
a lawyer. Team District Court raised $2,660 for the 
fundraiser. 

Registry Workflow Changes
In May/June 2023 the District Court undertook a 
workflow change to adopt a ‘one Registry’ approach. No 
longer separated by civil and criminal jurisdictions, the 
Court’s new model has streamlined process and created 
a more customer-friendly service for all stakeholders 
involved.

Historical Sexual Abuse Claims
On 22 September 2023, the Chief Judge and Principal 
Registrar gave evidence before the Western Australian 
Parliament’s Community Development and Justice 
Standing Committee at an inquiry into the options 
available to survivors of institutional child sexual abuse 
in Western Australia who are seeking justice. 

In October 2023 the District Court hosted a round 
table forum to consult with members of the profession 
who regularly act in abuse claims. The outcomes of 
that consultation included the creation of a dedicated 
case management list for abuse claims, commencing in 
February 2024.

District & County Court Conference
In May 2023 several District Court judges attended the 
Biennial Conference of District & County Court Judges 
held in Adelaide, which brought together judges from 
all over Australia and New Zealand with the theme of 
‘Managing Justice – Managing Self’. Presentation topics 
included managing high conflict situations in Court, jury 
directions, and online security. The conference was a 
spectacular success in keeping with the Court’s ongoing 
commitment to judicial education.

District Court Conference
In November 2023 the District Court held its annual 
Judges’ Conference with the theme ‘Mental Health’. 
Judges heard from experts in the mental health field, 
including forensic psychiatrists and neuropsychologists. 
Sessions included seminars on Fitness to Plead and the 
Criminal Law (Mental Impairment) Act 2023 which is due 
to be proclaimed on 1 September 2024.
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District Court Committees AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2023

Management Council Committee
Chief Judge Wager (Chair)
Judge Stavrianou
Judge Sweeney
Judge Staude 
Judge Gething 
Principal Registrar McGivern
Laura Sutton (Executive Manager)

Civil Administration Committee
Chief Judge Wager (Chair)
Judge Lemonis
Judge Russell
Principal Registrar McGivern
Laura Sutton (Executive Manager)
Manager Registry Services
Manager, Associates and Ushers 
Manager, Performance & Reporting
Legal Research Officer to the Chief Judge

Criminal Administration Committee
Chief Judge Wager (Chair) 
Judge Levy 
Judge Petrusa 
Judge Burrows
Judge Barone
Judge Massey
Principal Registrar McGivern
Laura Sutton (Executive Manager)
Manager, Associates and Ushers		   
Manager Performance and Reporting
Manager Registry Services
Manager, Listings
Legal Research Officer to the Chief Judge

Paul Healy Library Committee
Chief Judge Wager (Chair) 
Monica Smith (Manager Library & Information Services) 
Ms Waiman Lei (Librarian) 
Laura Sutton (Executive Manager)
Legal Research Officer to the Chief Judge

Court Technology & Support Committee 
Judge Gething (Chair) 
Judge MacLean
Judge Barone
Principal Registrar McGivern
Laura Sutton (Executive Manager)
Manager, Associates and Ushers) 
Manager Court Services
Courts Technology Group (DoJ)
Mike Shaw, Operations Manager, Western Liberty Group 
Brad Konrath, Account Manager, BGIS

Judges’ Benchbook Committee
Judge Troy (Convenor)
Judge Lonsdale 
Judge Flynn
Judge Shepherd
Legal Research Officer to the Chief Judge

2022 District Court Judges’ Conference 
Committee
Judge Massey (Chair) 
Judge Whitby
Judge Shepherd
Legal Research Officer to the Chief Judge

District Court Education Committee
Judge Gillan (Chair) 
Judge Levy
Judge Flynn
Judge Massey
Judge Shepherd

On Country Committee 
Chief Judge Wager (Chair) 
Judge Stewart
Judge Levy
Judge Lonsdale 
Judge Barone
Judge Whitby
Manager Aboriginal Advisory Services
Senior Aboriginal Advisory Officer
Legal Research Officer to the Chief Judge

Associate and Usher Sub Committee
Chief Judge Wager (Chair) 
Judge Gething
Judge Whitby 
Laura Sutton (Executive Manager)
Manager, Associates and Ushers		   
Senior Associate to the Chief Judge
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EXTERNAL COMMITTEES

Her Honour Chief Judge Wager
Member, Inter-Jurisdictional Education Committee 
Member, Australasian Institute of Judicial Administration Indigenous Justice Committee

His Honour Judge Stavrianou
Council Member, Judicial Council on Cultural Diversity
Executive Committee Member and Director, Australian Judicial Officers Association

His Honour Judge Stevenson
Member, Resolution Institute
Committee Member, Schools Conflict Resolution and Mediation Program (SCRAM) 
Member, Western Australian Dispute Resolution Association (WADRA) 
Member, Courts Jury Advisory Committee 
SQNLDR, RAAF Standby Reserve (Legal) (ADF) 
Member, Law Society Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee

His Honour Judge Staude
Member, Law School Advisory board, University of Notre Dame 
Member, National Judicial College of Australia National Judicial Orientation Program Steering Committee

Her Honour Judge Stewart
WA Committee Member, Australian Association of Women Judges

His Honour Judge Quail
Member, Law School Advisory Board, University of Notre Dame

Principal Registrar McGivern
Member, Law Society Courts Committee
Member, Law Society Family Court Delay Working Group
Member, Law Society Self Represented Litigants Sub-Committee

Member (not ex-officio)
Australasian Institute of Judicial Administration (AIJA) Council

	→ 	AIJA Research Committee
	→ 	AIJA Education Committee
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